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W-F High School receives welder

High school renovation addition project in full swing

On Monday, Oct. 9, Joseph Gruentzel 
went to Miller Electric’s Industrial Division 
in Appleton for a roundtable discussion 
about the welding industry and the need for 
welders.

He is the technical education teacher at 
Weyauwega-Fremont High School.

There were also tech ed teachers from Iola-
Scandinavia, Shiocton, Clintonville, Marion and 
Tigerton in attendance, as well as industry mem-
bers Kodi Welch and Zach MacMullen from 
Miller Electric and Darrell Duckart from Pierce.

There were many topics discussed with 
the main focus trying to fi gure out how to 
get more students into the welding fi eld.

At the end of discussions, all of the indus-
try members that are part of the American 
Welding Society gave each school a $2,000 
donation to be used in their welding classes.

Along with that, Miller Electric donated a 
new welder it had been doing some testing 
on to each of the schools.

It is great to see industry stepping up to 
show the importance of the welding fi eld.

BY SCOTT BLECK
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

As October gives way to 
November, the renovation 
and addition project work is 
in full swing at Weyauwega-
Fremont High School.

Several project milestones 
have been reached thus far 
as we continue to advance 
construction.

Mechanical updates to 
support heating and cooling 
within the high school are 
complete.

Startup for the new boiler 
system took place on Oct. 11. 

Preliminary project work 
to create a new high school 
commons area was recently 
completed with the fl oor 
infi ll of the old auditorium.

The old auditorium loca-
tion is now supporting ad-
ditional temporary spaces 
for the high school lunch 
program.

Footing and foundation 
work for all new addition 
spaces have been completed 
or are near fi nal stages of 
completion.

Masonry wall construc-
tion and precast wall instal-
lation are ongoing in the 
STEAM academic wing 
which will support curricu-
lar instruction for the sci-
ences, agri-science and Proj-
ect Lead The Way.

During the next several 
weeks, roofi ng steel and 
deck work will follow the 
precast wall installation with 
the goal to enclose new areas 
before inclement weather 
arrives.

As progress advances and 
site safety parameters are 

Bleck

Addition
CONTINUES ON PAGE 2
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insured, the district will es-
tablish dates for community 
construction site tours. 

Please note that during all 
phases of construction, fire 
exits and emergency evacua-
tion routes have been adjust-
ed to accommodate current 
and new building progress.

Throughout the vari-
ous phases of the building 
construction, the district 
will actively communicate 
with our school commu-
nity regarding changing 

conditions and facility ac-
cessibility.

Please note that during 
the anticipated construc-
tion phases, the district will 
work tirelessly to ensure stu-

dent and school community 
safety.

As a district, we appreci-
ate your patience and un-
derstanding during chang-
ing building conditions.

Be sure to check in on our 
project updates, which are 
regularly uploaded onto our 
district web page, http://
www.wegafremont.k12.
wi.us/

Five to be  
inducted into  

W-F Hall of Fame
Another amazing compilation of several former 

Weyauwega-Fremont athletes and coaches will be 
inducted into this year’s Hall of Fame for W-F.

The Hall of Fame Banquet will be held on 
Saturday, Nov. 11, at Hahn-a-Lula Resort, 8861 
Wolf River Road, Fremont.

The social hour will begin at 5 p.m., with din-
ner and inductions at 6 p.m.

Tickets may be purchased at Farmers State 
Bank in Fremont, First National Bank in Weyau-
wega and at W-F High School.

Ticket prices are $25.
There will also be a 50/50 raffle.
Proceeds from the banquet will go to the W-F 

Athletic Booster Club.
Being inducted into this year’s Hall of Fame 

will be Linden “Dutch” Wall (represented by his 
son Kevin), Russell Klug, Jenny Lind-Boivin, 
Kyle Mannel and Len Rohde (represented by his 
son Mike).

Please attend this event to relive some of your 
high school memories and relish in the unique 
qualities each of these individuals brought to our 
Weyauwega-Fremont School District.

Those who have questions may contact Dan 
Knecht at Farmers State Bank in Fremont at 920-
446-2772 or at 920-407-0958.

ADDITION
FROM PAGE 1

Learning to lead
FCCLA members Ellie Pomrening, Cora Lederer, Alexa Lederhaus, Ava Loehrke, Adrianna Baehman, Hannah 
Timm and Madison Betz attended Wisconsin Leadership Academy at FVTC. Students were provided with tools to 
become InspiRED by FCCLA. Justin W. Patchin spoke to members about Cyberbullying and Cyber-Integrity and 
they attended breakout sessions where they planned for their futures, built confidence, leadership and developed 
a healthy lifestyle. Submitted Photo
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Attendance, 
perfect!

Fourth graders go to Boot Camp

BY DOUG NOWAK
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL

Student success in school 
begins when children regular-
ly attend class and are afford-
ed the opportunity to engage 
with peers in daily learning 
activities.

Each day a student misses 
school is a day of missed op-
portunities to keep pace with 
friends and classmates, es-
pecially when considering a 
child’s return to school after an 
absence means attempting to 
learn the lessons of the previous 
day(s), while the rest of the class 
moves forward and absorbs the 
current day’s curriculum.

A child’s attendance is a 
gauge of how well the child 
will succeed academically.

Patterns of good school 
attendance are developed as 
early as kindergarten.

Students who attend 
school regularly will develop 
social skills and maintain 
stronger friendship groups. 

One difficult decision par-
ents are faced with, regarding 
school attendance, is a child 
claiming to be sick.

In the absence of a fever 
over 100 degrees, vomiting or 
diarrhea, a child can probably 
go to school.

When a parent is unsure of 
the child’s health and sends 
the child to school, contact 
the school or teacher so in-
creased scrutiny of the child 
can be provided.

The nurse will be happy 
to provide support and will 
contact the family if the ill-
ness progresses and the child 
needs to leave school.

A sick child should not feel 
well enough to watch TV, 
visit with friends or relatives 
or play on electronic devises.

If, during the course of the 
day, an absent child feels bet-
ter, bring the child to school.

Missing half a day is much 
better than missing a whole day.

The teacher will have a bet-
ter opportunity to help the 
child keep pace with the rest 
of the class.

Raising strong, vibrant 
children will require families 
to make health care appoint-
ments.

For the benefit of our chil-
dren, it is advisable to plan 
ahead as much as possible 
and schedule appointments 
during natural breaks in the 
school calendar or, when pos-
sible, during a part of the day 
so s/he does not miss an entire 
day’s learning.

If an appointment must 
be scheduled on a school day, 
the student should be present 
at school before and/or after 
the appointment.

The calendar may be found 
on the district website or by 
request at one of the school/
district offices.

Every school day counts in 
a student’s educational career.

We make it a point to cel-
ebrate strong school atten-
dance and believe the culture 
of our learning community 
is improved when we are all 
together to take advantage of 
learning.

Our children are fortunate 
to have many caring teach-
ers, para-professionals and 
support staff willing to make 
their day special and offer en-
couragement every day of the 
year.

When a child is missing 
from school for even one day, 
we are all diminished to a de-
gree by the absence.

Nowak

Welcoming students
On Tuesday, Sept. 5, Fremont Elementary faculty welcomed students into school with high fives, smiles 
and waves. Submitted Photo

BY SARAH SIPPEL 
AND CHELSEA WAALA
ELEMENTARY TEACHERS

On Oct. 6, our fourth-
grade classrooms trans-
formed into “Boot Camps!”

Students were encour-
aged to dress up in green, 
brown or both to build cu-
riosity.

As teachers, we dressed 
in camouflage and spoke as 
drill sergeants (as much as 
we were able to).

Students were required 
to call us “Ma’am” and par-
ticipate in all activities to 
earn “rewards.”

The morning brought 
“Grammar Boot Camp” 
and a review of nouns, 
verbs and adjectives, as well 
as subjects and predicates.

Students worked on a 
“Grammar Boot Camp” 
book and did some activi-
ties to help remember the 

parts of speech.
Students earned their 

dog tags for completing 
Grammar Boot Camp!

In the afternoon, stu-
dents had to complete 
some puzzles to find out 
the directions for the after-
noon’s activities.

Students had to com-
plete obstacles in order to 
get a marker so they could 
write answers to questions 
about common fourth-
grade procedures.

At the end of the day, all 
of us (teachers included) 
tried MREs (Meals Ready 
to Eat).

On the menu were mac-
aroni and cheese and ice 
cream sandwiches.

The results ranged from 
“This is GROSS!” to “I 
love this!”

Overall, the day was a 
great success!
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Aquaculture class, FFA sponsor ‘Fishing Day’
The Fishing Day activity for elementary 

students is made possible because Mrs. 
Dykes’ aquaculture class and FFA members, 
with the help of Mr. Tomaszewski, serve as 
mentors and supervisors for the project.

The high school students and third and 
fourth graders acquired fishing poles, fish-
ing equipment and bait for the event.

The high school students met the third 
and fourth graders at the elementary school 
for a fishing lesson.

High school students and elementary stu-
dents were placed in groups so all elementary 
students were supervised and led by a high 
school student with the proper equipment.

They hiked to the Waupaca River behind 
the school to see what they could catch.

Once they were at the river, all the stu-

dents gathered together to observe what is 
happening in the river and the backyard and 
to discuss what is happening in the ecosys-
tem around them.

High school students taught and assisted 
the elementary students as they prepared to 
fish.

They observed wildlife, plants and aquat-
ic species.

Depending on time, some high school 
students were able to identify plants, ani-
mals and fish for the elementary students.

They used the same process to return to 
the school.

A huge thank you is extended to the high 
school students and everyone who made 
this event so successful!
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Conservation, history lessons at Hartman Creek State Park
Agri-science classes,  
FFA lead instruction

Fourth graders from Weyauwega and Fre-
mont elementary schools recently went to 
Hartman Creek State Park for Fourth Grade 
Conservation Day.

Students from Mrs. Dykes’ Leadership 
and Wildlife classes, and other FFA vol-
unteers, spent the afternoon teaching the 
fourth graders.

At the park, the fourth graders learned 
about the history of Wisconsin, water crit-
ters, plants and what early settlers used them 

for and the true life story of Anne Hellestad.
There were four stations for the fourth 

graders to rotate through.
At one station, students learned Wiscon-

sin became a state in 1848 and other impor-
tant agricultural state history facts.

At another station, they captured many 
different living things in and around the 
lake at the park.

After they identified them, they showed 
them to all the fourth graders and released 
them.

At the third station, the fourth graders 

learned about the many plants growing in 
Wisconsin and some of the unique uses the 
early settlers had for them.

Students learned about skunk cabbage, 
dogwood, cattails, horsetail, winter cress, 
maple, birch, oak and pine trees.

The final station taught the fourth grad-
ers about Anne Hellestad, an immigrant 
from Norway and one of Wisconsin’s early 
settlers.

Anne was portrayed by one of the stu-
dents from the high school leadership class.

The students had a chance to ask ques-

tions about her life in a new country and 
how it was different from her homeland.

To learn more about Wisconsin, you can 
do your own research or ask a fourth grader.

After spending time at Hartman Creek 
State Park with the high school students, 
the fourth graders should be able to tell you 
many things about Wisconsin and what it 
was like here for early settlers.

We thank the Hartman Creek State Park 
rangers for assisting in the set up and for 
the use of the state park and also the fourth 
grade teachers for helping us with this awe-
some event.
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Parent’s role in child’s education

Flowering Rush: An invasive species

BY JEREMY SCHROEDER
MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL

Society continues to change with 
time, and with that change in time there 
seems to be a change in parental involve-
ment with their child’s education.

Parents are to serve as role models 
to their children when it comes to 
learning and life.

This modeling starts with your 
children at an early age when they 
begin to explore but continues when 
they begin developing specific inter-
ests in subjects.  

There will be times when conflicts 
or disagreements happen within the 
school environment.

As a parent, you need to listen to 
your child and acknowledge their 
feelings.

However, before immediately 
jumping to conclusions and de-
manding meetings with a principal, 
counselor or teacher, parents should 
research and check out the event de-
scription being told from the child.

Way too often I find that parents 
hear something from their child, race 
into the school and demand an im-
mediate meeting with the principal.

Usually at this point the princi-
pal may not even be totally aware 
or knowledgeable and will totally be 
caught off guard by the disgruntled 
parent’s sudden appearance.

In some cases, they find out a dif-
ferent storyline from the principal, 
teacher or staff member.

At this point, through reflection 
the parent(s) could have taken the 
necessary steps to check out the ex-
pressed feelings or event description 
from their child before suddenly go-
ing into defensive mode.

A contact to a teacher or counselor 
first may have provided further in-
sight to explain what may or may not 
have taken place.

This would have allowed them to 
hear another point of view versus just 
their child’s.

Additionally, too often during these 
types of meetings or phone conversa-
tions, I hear comments from parent(s) 
such as, “Kids will be kids, that is the 
school’s problem, or what are you go-
ing to do with this other person?”

These statements are wrong and 
immediately pass blame, lack respon-
sibility and devalue education and the 
educational process.  

I’ve had numerous parent and stu-
dent interactions of this nature in the 
last month and provide this article in 
hopes that we can work together to 
find a solution to create and maintain 
a positive learning environment.

We all hope that children, when 
not immediately supervised, have the 
skills to act appropriately; however, 
sometimes they forget and need a re-
minder.

This is why we have a parent/stu-
dent handbook that clearly outlines 
the expectations for behavior and 
conduct within our school environ-
ment.

As a school, we cannot control off-
site and out of school behaviors, ac-
tions or events.

Those have to be monitored, cor-
rected and discussed within each 
household by parents and/or guard-
ians.

I encourage you to talk with your 
students about what is appropriate 
and what is not appropriate in the 
school setting.

We all are learning.
Especially with the large amount 

of social media available, we have to 
work together as a team.

We each serve as models for our 
children but need to remain consis-
tent both in and out of school.

Know that I welcome calls and 
meetings to respectfully discuss your 
student’s progress in education and 
how we can best work with you to 
provide the best educational experi-
ence for your child.

“Parents are the ultimate role mod-
els for children. Every word, move-
ment and action has an effect. No 
other person or outside force has a 
greater influence on a child than the 
parent.” – Bob Keeshan

Schroeder

BY ALICIA LEDERHAUS
W-F HIGH SCHOOL 

SCIENCE ISSUES STUDENT 

WEYAUWEGA LAKE - An 
invasive species called Flower-
ing Rush is quickly taking over 
Weyauwega Lake.

Flowering Rush is an emer-
gent, reed-type plant that is 
originally native to Asia, Africa 
and Europe.

What is an invasive species?
An invasive species is a non-

native organism that disrupts 
the ecosystem it had inhabited.

What does the community 
do about this invasive species?

It takes action.
Many volunteers met this 

summer to remove Flowering 
Rush under the direction of 
Bob Van Epps, president of 
Lake Weyauwega Restoration, 
Inc.

Two teachers from Weyau-
wega-Fremont High School 
wanted to get help from Wey-
auwega-Fremont High School 
students.

Lynn Ponto, a W-F High 
School Science Issues teacher, 
organized this event.

Joining her was Kyle Scher-
winski, an English teacher at 
the high school.

The next step was to get the 
students involved.

On Sept. 12, a group of stu-
dents went out to the lake, ar-
riving at the residence of Mike 
Koch.

Before they started, Anna 
Cisar, a regional aquatic inva-
sive species coordinator from 
Golden Sands Resource Con-

servation and Development 
Council, talked with the stu-
dents.

She gave instructions on how 
to identify and appropriately 
remove Flowering Rush.  

Flowering Rush grows by 
a long root, called a rhizome, 
growing across the floor of the 
lake.

As the root continues to 
grow horizontally, the main 
portion of the plant grows 
upwards toward the surface, 
emerging from the water.

Flowering Rush is removed 
by reaching into the water and 
grabbing around the emergent 
leaves and gently pulling the 
plant upwards out of the bot-
tom of the lake.

As Cisar said, “It is impor-
tant to get the root. These 
plants like to keep their feet 
wet, but keep the rest of them-
selves above water.”

The students were off.
There were three jobs to do.
Some students went in boats 

to remove Flowering Rush, 
some waded in the shallower 
water to remove this plant close 
to shore, and the remainder of 

the students disposed of Flow-
ering Rush in a dump trailer. 

Later that day, the second 
group of students arrived and 
did the same process. 

The students got to learn 
hands-on about invasive spe-
cies, which they were learning 
about in Science Issues class 
with Mrs. Ponto.

The students were a great 
help on the lake.

Each group pulled out 
Flowering Rush for about two 
hours.

Once they were done, it was 
easy to see sections that were al-
ready clear of Flowering Rush. 

Anna Wallhead-Valerio, a 
foreign exchange student from 
Spain said, “It’s the best school 
field trip I’ve ever been on!” 
as she got out of the boat and 
cleaned up.

As an exchange student, she 
has gone on many field trips, 
but said, “none as interesting as 
this one.” 

While getting a little messy, 
these students had a fun time 
learning about invasive species 
and helped out the community 
while doing so.
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Two telepresence 
learning  

systems arrive

W-F students join 21st 
Century Debate League

BY KANDI MARTIN
PUPIL SERVICES/ 

CURRICULUM DIRECTOR

Late this spring, the 
We y a u w e g a - Fr e m o n t 
School District was noti-
fied it would be the re-
cipient of two Cisco Tele-
presence SX20 Learning 
Systems.

These systems were in-
stalled in our district this 
week.

This grant award was 
made to the district by 
the Wisconsin Technol-
ogy Initiative (WTI).

This foundation “seeks 
to enhance student aca-
demic achievement, 21st 
Century skills, atten-
dance and engagement 
through the effective use 
of interactive classroom 
technologies.”

The telepresence sys-
tems allow our teaching 
staff to project out to 
other districts our classes 
as they are being taught 
and also to receive classes 
from elsewhere.

Students will be able 
to take in curriculum in 
real time or attend events, 
courses or meetings as 
they are happening.

Students from other 
districts will also be able 
to receive the courses and 
curriculum the Weyauwe-
ga-Fremont staff is broad-
casting out via the telep-
resence systems.

These telepresence sys-
tems are portable and can 
easily be moved to any 
instructional area that 
desires to use the equip-
ment.

This also allows the 
instructor to move the 
equipment around the 

room throughout the 
course of the lesson, so 
students attending online 
can continue to watch the 
instruction of the teacher 
as the teacher may move 
from one project area of 
the room to another.

Currently, a small 
group of staff are being 
trained to utilize these 
systems with their cours-
es.

Our agriculture teach-
er, our family/consumer 
science teacher and our 
GT coordinator are all 
becoming proficient with 
the use of this equipment.

In a few weeks, a group 
of staff will also attend 
a weekend training to 
collaborate with other 
districts using this same 
technology.  The staff 
members who will attend 
the conference include 
Jennifer Steidtman, Mar-
nie Rotta, Renee Wilson, 
Sandy Dykes and Duane 
Dubey.

Over $20,000 of equip-
ment and training was re-
ceived by WTI as a result 
of this grant award.

For further details 
about Weyauwega-Fre-
mont’s new telepresence 
systems, please contact 
me at 920-867-8860.

Martin

Should we continue to keep Con-
federate statues in our country?

Discussion about rights to “uni-
versal free expression” and “universal 
human rights” warmed the debate at-
mosphere at the Oct. 7 tournament.

Weyauwega-Fremont middle and 
high school students participated in 
their first-ever debate with the 21st 
Century Debate League.

This league focuses on current is-
sues affecting our world.

Students learn how to support both 
sides of an issue with the most recent 
evidence to support claims they make 
about an issue.

Each student creates two cases: one 
that agrees and supports a resolu-
tion, and one that disagrees and offers 
counterpoints.

Students learned listeners (judges 

and opposition) need to hear evidence 
behind statements that are made.

In addition, opponents will ask 
about the source of their evidences.

Statistical pools used to provide a 
statistic to enhance a point can also be 
questioned, as with dates and time-
lines of which their information was 
gathered within.

Needless to say, our students im-
proved through each round of de-
bate as they fine-tuned the cases they 
brought to support the side they were 
given in a round. 

Overall, each student won and lost 
points throughout their first experi-
ence.

Conceding a claim could be a loss, 
but it can also become rewarding as 
students learn how to present coun-
ter-claims to further an understand-
ing of a point of view.  

Adults would be impressed to see 
calm and respectful discussions and 
the learning that takes place between 
peers with opposing thoughts.

Students know a person doesn’t win 
with the most telling points, but with 
the most strength with subject matter 
and connections to real life.

Learning how to participate in 
public forum style discussions (de-
bate) is a vital life skill needed for a 
successful America.   

Next topic: Pharmaceutical adver-
tising; is it detrimental to American 
health?   

If you would like to weigh in, please 
send an email with your comments to 
mrotta@wfsd.k12.wi.us.

Mrs. Rotta, the debate coach, will 
pass along your thoughts and views to 
be considered as the students prepare 
their cases for the next debate!
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High school Students of the Month
Congratulations to 

Krystyna Andersen for be-
ing nominated by Mr. Sch-
erwinski as “Student of the 
Month!”

He admires Krystyna’s 
ability to rise above all the 
chatter at school by simply 
being herself.

She displays a ton of pos-
itivity and energy whether 
she is in class or in the hall.

He also appreciates that 
Krystyna always has a book 
with her should the oppor-
tunity to get a couple of 

pages in arise.
Krystyna is surprised 

that she was nominated.

She didn’t expect it be-
cause she says “there isn’t 
much about me that is 
nominatable. However, I 
am glad for the chance of 
the nomination.”  Some of 
her favorite things are spa-
ghetti, the color green and 
the movie “Mulan.”

Her  hobby is to read, her 
favorite book is “Green An-
gel,” and her favorite class 
is English.

Krystyna is the daughter 
of Justin and Sarah Dolan, 
of Menasha, and James and 

Samantha Andersen, of 
Waupaca.

Congratulations to Col-
lin Jorgensen for being 
nominated by Ms. Peterson 
as “Student of the Month!”

Collin is a superior senior 
with a great attitude in class.

He is always willing to 
help others and participates 
in class discussion.

Collin’s smile is conta-
gious. and he demonstrated 
leadership with his class-
mates.

Collin feels honored 
to be the “Student of the 
Month.”

He says he is also “proud 
of this achievement that I 
have earned. I’m so lucky to 
have such great teachers and 
staff helping me achieve ex-
cellence. Thank you!”

Some of his favorite 
things are pizza, the col-
or red, the movie “High 
School Musical” and the 
book “Driven.”

His hobby is sports, and 
his favorite class is Con-
sumers Ed.

Collin is the son of Katie 
Jorgensen, of Weyauwega.

Andersen Jorgensen

Lauren Dykes and Trevor Timm work on a project in 
the Child Development Class.

Child development
Students in Child Development are building models 
of the brain as they study brain development. They 
are learning the importance of intentional interactions 
with newborns and the effect it will have on future 
development. Pictured from left are Kaitlyn Monty, 
Julia Rice and Katie Bleck. Submitted Photos

Weyauwega-Fremont youth 
cheerleaders were among those who 

marched in last month’s parade.

Homecoming 2017
Weyauwega-Fremont youth 
football players participated in 
this year’s Homecoming Parade.
 Submitted Photos

A Fuel Up 
to Play 
60 team 
made its 
way down 
the parade 
route.

Weyauwega-
Fremont 
teachers 

are always 
teaching as 

demonstrated 
in this photo 

from the 
Sept. 22 

Homecoming 
Parade.


